GOTAN ATTITUDE PROBLEM - 


7B) YEAH, RIGHT. SAYS ONE URN ITUP MATE! 
iz OF THE PRIME DORKS OF ‘S YER MONIKER? 


1 WESTERN WORLD. 


THINKER.” LIKE THE 

RESTOF YOURGENERATION 

~-CAN'T COME UP WITH 
ANYTHING NEW. GOTO 


YER A DEAD MAN. AND THATS NOT 
THE PIGS ARSE 


TP 


NAME IS BEING 
TIDEWATER? 


J 


WE'RE SUPPOSEZ TO 
BE WORKINGTHIS 308 
‘SEPARATE, REMEMBER? 


TOO RIGHT. BULLY TIDEWATER 
FROM THE LAND DOWN UNDER, 
ER, ANO YOU BLOKES ARE--2, 


BILLY TIDEWATER, 
WE KNOW BILLY 
TIVEWATER, 


yy 


NOW V YSEE, MY FATHER AND HIS FATHER WERE 

BROTHERS AND, SINCE ME AND Ot! BILLY 

OF | WERE BORN ABOUT THE SAME TIME, THEY 
A. THOUGHT IT'D BE A CHUCKLE To GIVE 


US THE SAME NAME, SEEZ 


J AN? THE OTHERS~- 

WE ARE DEA MEN. THE 
BILLY TIVEWATER WE SEEK 
BETRAYED US 70 THE KHMER 


IF THie is WHERE 
HIS COMMANC 
= 8 rh CENTER IS, MAYBE 
» Gees cay 
, WHICHONES? 


oa ‘THERE. SHE 16 THE ONE. REMEMBER-- 
AS WE DISCUSSED. A TASTE ONL 


2 4 
JUBT ENOUGH TO BRING HER UNDER 
YOUR CONTROL > 


ay <YOU witt BE 
FEC LATER. FORNOW-- 
THIS WILL 90 TO ABATE 
YOUR NEEDS. AS 
WE DISCUSSED), ie 


ia’ 


A FINE PAIR OF FOOLS! GOT LOOK LIKE YOUR LACKEY, LAWTON?’ 
1 }OSSED ITOUTOF THE PLANE. I 
PRESUME GRAVITY IS STILL WORKING 

AND IT LANDED IN THE JUNGLE 

NEARBY. : 


WELCOME, 


V” We COULD wITHORAW BL 
WOULD RECOVER AND FOLLOW. AN 
TAKING THEM AS PRISONERS 
SHEER FOLLY, NOT 70. 

HAZARIOUS 10.0% 


FORGWE ME, LITTLE 
COMRADES -- BUT IT IS 


NO ONE EVER 
ACCUSED THE KHMER 
ROUGE OF BEING HELPLESS 
OR HONORABLE, PAL. THEY 

CHOPPED UP BABIES 


TOO AND YOU'RE 
GOING TO HELD 


4: 


NEXT:"DRAGONS TEETH? 


DC COMICS INC. 
1325 Avenue of the Americas. New York, NY 10019 


Dear Mystorious Dan Raspler, 
1 take you up on your challenge at the 
end of iseue #51 of the SUICIDE SQUAD: 


will attempt to name all of the undead 
gueét stars who in issue #50, 
Mindboggler (died in Qurac, issue #2) 
‘The first Jaculi (died in Qurac, issue #2) 
Manticore (died in Quruc, issue #2, and 
Manhattan, jure #18) 

Pai, the Original Thinker, and Weasel 


(died in Nicaragua in THE DOOM 
PATROL & SU SQUAD SPECIAL, 
*) 


Shrike (died in Ogaden, iasue #25) 
Rayan (died in Israel, issue #47) 


Bright) to 
miss ? 

As for isaue #51, it was its 
nice to see both Nightshade and The 
Enchantress again. Nemesis, who is 
one of my {avorites—although he won't 
stick around, due to the Wall. 


It was a good Deadshot story. I'm a bit 
inted that he left the auit and 


‘Magnums and infrared sighting: 
ing. Old Floyd ia leaving a 


have Deadshot die, especially at the 
hands of Boomerbatt! Thank. ‘g 


‘Dear Saich 
The highlight of SUICIDE SQUAD #51 
for me was the use of Batg—uh, Barbara 
G—um, Amy Beddo—er, okay, Oracle! 
‘Thanks for giving this character a second 
wind. It's great to see her here as well ax 
over in HAWK & DOVE. Whether she 
regains the use of her legs or not, events 
are exciting enough to make me keep 
cloge tabs on them. I like the deal that she 
and Amanda have struck with each other, 
Amanda's need for an “understudy” 
makes sense. Whereas I'd hate to 
see the Wall get killed off, there's always 
the chance of that happening. While Amy 
may not have the same force and drive 
that Amanda does, she does heve the 
smarts, and this may be a good way for 
the Wall to carry on the Squad’s purpose 
even from beyond the grave. I keep won- 
dering how Amanda would react if she 
discovered that “Amy” was once Batgirl, a 
friend of Batman's, someone who Amanda 
is constantly butting heads with. I have to 
agree with Dr. LaGrieve: keeping the 
Thinker around is a dangerous idea. It's 
‘also a fascinating plot development! I7l be 
‘watching this one closely, too. The idea of 
programming a conscience for him is 
intriguing in itself, What would happen if 
the Thinker ran into Dybbuk? 

In the past, I've regarded Deadshot a: 
“Rambo"-type of character, one I didn't 
care for that much. While I've always seen: 
him as a vital player in the book (and his 
miniseries a couple of years back), he just 
wasn't one of my favorite characters. This 


line, “You win, pal. The suit’s yours.” Now 
that he’s conquered his obsession with the 
costume and the Deadshot persona, I'm 
interested in where Floyd will go from 
here. I doubt that he's completely cured of 
his peychosis, but turning his back on the 

form was a big step for him. He's also 
got to find out that he was set up by 
Ducard this issue, right? The scene with 
Floyd and Count Vertigo was also very 
tense and well played. 

It’s great to wee Nightshade and 
Nemesis back with the Squad, and to 
learn that Vixen is on the mend. (When 
did her recent adventure with the Flash 
ve found that I'm crazy over 


what he'll do with each issue from month 
to month. Teamed here with Luke 


Dear Dan, 

Deadshot without his costume? 
Deadshot without his wrist Magnums? 
How will Floyd get along without his 


“other half? Now what does thi 
sidestep do to the “relationship” of Floyd 
and Boomerbutt? 


Bang. 

Sir Jon Jobnaon 

64 Indian Hill Avenue 
Portland, CT 06480 


Well, M'lud, “The Dragon's Hoard” 
hasn't exactly given Boomerang and 
Lawton a lot of “downtime” to explore each 
other's true feelings. So we'll just have to 
wait until the two get the chance to have a 
nice, long chat about the future. Or lack 
thereof... 


Dear Suicidal Seripters, 

If you think that Deadshot got violent 
when getting rid of his costume, you 
should have seen him when he got rid of 
his three-piece suit! 

I'm glad that you decided to keep 
Oracle us a cast member, She was always 
a good heroine as Batgirl, but now she is 
more than just a clone of another hero. 
I just hope that Amanda's choosing her as 
her replacement doesn't bode ill for our 
fearless leader! 


‘Mark Phillips 
P.O. Box 1927 
Johnson City, TN 37606 


No comment, Mark. 
But don't quote me. 


Dear Dan, John, Kim, Luke, Geof, Todd, 


Mare Pilar told Floyd 
IDE SQUAD #51, and the 
triumph of “Fractured Image” lay in the 
way that John Ostrander and Kim Yale 
took two seemingly unreconcilable ele- 
ments—a Squad member's personal quest 
(Deadshot after hie impersonator) and a 
hefty dose of “Personal Files” interludes— 
and knitted them together. Something like 
this was tried in #26, hut it didn't quite 
succeed; here, it did, because be the setting 
Pittsburgh or Marseilles (“Marseille” is 
also correct, but after nine years of French, 
L have to use the final “s"), the guiding 
thought was death. Maybe that shouldn't 
be @ surprise, given the book's title, but 
how well it all worked! 

For Carmichael, making someone 
commit suicide should have been easy, but 
Amanda Waller was too fast for him. She 
couldn't outfox him totally, as Simon 
LdGrieve pointed out, but while he was 
working against her, “Amy Beddoes” was 
working for her. And Amanda herself 
seemed to have some intimations of mortal- 
ity: her offer to Oracle showed a side 1 
hadn't thought was there, yet which fit 
with the widowed woman who'd lost two of 
her five children and a cousin over the 
years, and with the tirade Captain 
‘Boomerang gave Deadshot (more on that in 
‘a couple of paragraphs): the new Amanda 
wouldn't “deliberately try to get” anyone 
killed, but she accepted the possibility of 
people, herself included, being killed. 


For Werner Vertigo, death was 
something he wanted open to him, while 
Simon kept it closed (as anyone who took 
an oath to Hippocrates would). The 
Count's scene with Floyd Lawton was dis- 
turbing, for the “clean and sober” Werner 
wasn't free; he had no urge to gouge out 
Poison I eyes; he was well and tired, 
and, as he told Father Craemer (where's 
he? With Nightshade back on hand, 
shouldn't her favorite padre follow?) in 
#31. he was “tired of being tired.” 
Deadshot would honor the request, but 
the Count didn't ask for the bullet yet. 
It was frightening that Floyd would 
kill him, but oddly reassuring that he 
wanted Vertigo to “be damned sure that’s 
what you really want before you really 
cask me to do it.” After all, for a man with 
his own death wish, Floyd's still manag- 
ing to ga strong. 

And, fittingly, Floyd made no threats to 
Digger. Oh; he raised a trigger finger and 
said “bang,” but the thought of “gonner 
have to kill him” came not from Floyd— 
who lost his essence because of the 
Captain —but from Digger, who though it 
rather than said it. Pulling Captain 
Boomerang into a mission has a histo- 
ry—see “Nightshade's Odyssey,” for 
instance—but the Quraci assignment was 
something Digger had to go on, for even 
scum have to settle debts of honor. While 
the Batman might disagree, in his own 
way, Deadshot is an honorable man—or, 
at least, one who finds living “difficult” 
rather than “impossible.” 

Ducard and Pilar didn’t grasp that. As 
far as they went, they were right—that 
suit is Floyd—but Floyd's full of surpris- 
es. I felt that as far back as #6, when he 
could have been killed yet withdrew, and, 
here, faced with surrendering a suit or 
saving up his life, he left the suit to a dead 
man and headed home. Marnie Herrs (the: 
shrink from the DEADSHOT miniseries] 
would have been proud. So would Shade, 
the Changing Man, whose words to Major 
Victory on Apokolips—the power is in 
you, not in your clothes—aummed up 
#51's Deadshot to a tee. “Better” is a rela- 
tive term, but being in the Suicide Squad 
seems to'make people better. You might 
wish that all improvements were as lovely 
as the scene between Tom Tresser and 
Eve Eden, but you have to take what you 
can get. 

Tl take SUICIDE SQUAD #51 glad! 
but for what it offered and for what it 
promised (please let Dr. LaGrieve's tests 
on Nightshade bring in June Moone): the 
Luke McDonnell/Geof Isherwood artwork 
was grubby and exciting, and even tender 
with Tom and Eve (...clearly, Luke and 
Geof meant it us much as Eve). Tom 
McCraw contributed superb downbeat col- 
oring, and, all in all, the last word must 
go to Edmund Kean. Kean supposedly 
said on his deathbed: “Dying is 
easy—comedy is hard!” From the blurb on 
page 22 and “The mysterious Dan 
Raspler's” Next Issue box, it looks as if 
the difficult story will unfold next month, 
with that “Doctor Light-Hearted Tale.” 

I think you'll puil it off. In the mean- 
time, my congratulations to all on the 


stunning “Fractured Image.” 
Very truly yours, 


PS. I hope Nemesis and Nightshade do 
work together a lot, if not here (how's the 
Darling of Darkness's Limited Series com- 
ing, Kim?) 


Thanks for writing, Charles. You read- 
ing this, Kim? 


‘ook of the 


Dear Mr. Ostrander and Miss Kim Yale: 

Please, please, PLEASE ginregard 
Marson Pedrick's last request in issue 
to kill Vixen. She has grown into quite an 
interesting character with a more 
formidable power than T had thought. 
(L recently read her guest appearance in 
FLASH.) Besides, she is the only Black 
heroine DC has to offer, and even though 
Onyx would seem to be an asset to any 
team, she remains in limbo. As a Black 
man, I really appreciate every issue Vixen 
is in. She's the best—a combination of 
Storm and, Wolverine, She should be as 
popular as those two, Don't get rid of my 
favorite DC heroine! Please! 

Ricky Wright 
16621 SW 102 Avenue 
Miami, PL 33157 

Don't worry too much, Ricky. John and 
Kim never really expressed an interest in 
bumping off Vixen: onty I did. And I'm 
only the editor. 

By the way, who were those two charac 
ters you compared Vixen to? Are they m 
the BOOM PATROL ar something? Maybe 
we should doa team-up. 


Dear Folks, 

You've done a few things with Deadshot 
lately, but this is by far the best, Nobody 
helping him, nobody trying to figure aut 
what he's trying to do or say, just him, in 
a fight with (to him, anyway) himself. Its 
not the first time that a character has 
come along who feels more at home in his 
suit than in his own skin, but this is by 
far the best treatment of the idea, Lawton 
wants to be Deadshot all the (i 
He's not 


guy's being him. But he does kill him. And 
he lets him keep the suit. Perhaps like the 
way a bird'won't go back to its own nest 
after another bird has touchéd it and 
fouled it with their scent? 

So now he'll probably go without a 
glitey suit, And itll probably make him a 
better killer, and a crazier person, I seem 
to recall a Mark Twain story where he 
kills his own conscience, and becomes a 
totally amoral nut. (I believe he eats a 
door-to-door salesman.) Batman has 


; maybe Lawton won't ha 
that weakness, 

Best panel of the issue—page 4, panel 
1—The Thinker gets a remote control 
migraine, and The Wall has a look on her 
face that’s so telling, you can almost see the 
thought balloon reading “You schmuck.” 

‘Thwack. 
Vinnie Bartiluc 
Elmont, NY 

Thanks for writing, Vinnie. Keep in 

touch 


Suicide Notes: 

Another issue of the Squad to discuss, 
notably #51. Did I like this issue? Oh, 
yeah, The reasons are the usual: great 
art, amazing plot lines, and characters 
who are so intense they scare even me. 
‘This issue concentrated on my favorite 
teammember, Deadshot. He was as cheer- 
ful as ever. The dialogue between Lawton 
and Vertigo wax priceless. The Lawton 
and Boomerang discussion was even bet- 
ter. I laughed aloud when I read the 
“bang” panel. I read a lot of comics, and 
this is the only one I ean remember laugh- 
ing at except LOBO. On the serious side, 
the main story of the issue was amazing, 
I didn’ think Deadshot ever got nervous. 
1 am totally against the new no-costume 
but after this irsue T'can 
understand at least one member not 
wearing his costume, although T must 


rs 


he looks even more intense without the 
uniform and yes, it did hurt to admit 1 
J wondér-the obvious: will he make a new 
and different costume? Will it be ax excep 
tional as the old one? (Highly unlikely.) 
Still, it was nice to know Lawton isn't all 
costume and wrist Magnums, Whatever 
the outfit and weapons, there can only be 
one Deadsbot. 1 thank you sincerely for 
an amazing experience. I think SUICIDE 
SQUAD is an exceptional book, If cam- 
pared to the other books on the market, it 
ts beyond belief, I love the letters pages 
{even when my letter isn't in it. 1 remem: 
ber what Ostrander wrote about the reat 
sons for cancelling FIRESTORM. As best. 
J can remember. it all came down to his 
not wanting to do bad stories. | hope he 
feels the sume way about th 
every issue of the LEGEND 
DEADSHOT mini, and all Squad guest 
appearances except for FIRESTORM #64 
(whieh I will get if I have to kill for it) 
Well. Ii write to you next month, Dan. 
Don't take all the weirdness so seriously; 
you'll get a headache, Really: 


arry P. Burke. 

2201 Palmer Avenue. Apt. IC 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 

PS. Thanks for printing my letter again 
I feel like Uncle Elvis. 

Oka¥. But how do you lool 


Dear Dan, 
nahith #915 the Suicide Squad grew ap. 
= Deadshot—excuse me, Lawton—gave 
o claims on the costume, as he exorcised 
his ghosts, this title offi . 
from the standard super-here ranks to the 
espionage/intrigue books it's been evolv- 
ing toward. Last year's “Phoenix Gambit” 
hogan the evolution, climaxing with #50. 
“I'm not sure this title can survive without 
the costumed heroes and villains, but it 
good ta ace you take the risk to mové 
beyond these conventions. The costum® 
did not make Lawton Deadshot, his skill 
did. As with the new Legion of Super- 
Heroes, bright costumes and code names 
are no longer requirements. A reader 
needs only to be able to follow the charac. 
ters. I'm enjoying the current trend at DC 
as it 
expands the avenues a writer may travel 
Lawton's adventure in #51 could not have 
been more exciting if he put on a 
Deadshot costume, It is gratifying to cee 
comics take.a small, but significant, step 
‘such as this in their evolution, 
On a less weighty matter, isn't it time 
for 4 new logo? How ‘bout it” 


Mahalo, 
Mark Lucas 
Los Angeles, CA 
A new logo? Hmmm. 


